Dear Year 6 Families, 

During the Parent Cafe, we focused largely on expanding vocabulary and drawing meaning from the questions within SATs. 

3 key questions came out
· What does it mean? 
· What are they asking me to do? 
· Is this familiar or linked to anything I have read or done before. 

We explored strategies and games that develop reading for meaning and most of these can be done at home. 

· First find any reason to have a conversation: television programmes, games, reading together, revising using SATs papers… 
· STOP at words that are not from daily life and deepen the understanding by completing a ‘developing language’ card. 
1. Find the meaning in a dictionary or having a google. You could translate the word into that of a different language, this may help.
2. Draw an image to go with the word. 
3. Use the word in a new sentence. 
4. Find antonyms and synonyms of the word. 
· If you are exploring SATs questions, focus on the instructional language to make sure they know exactly what to do. Instructions like ‘Put these in a ascending order’ can take them time to decipher, unless we have explicitly looked at the meaning of the word ascending. 
· During the bedtime read, try replacing certain words with their synonyms to see if it still makes sense. 
Harry Potter walked slowly into the potions class, hoping Snape would not see him. 

This could become… 

Harry Potter snuck slowly into the potions class, hoping Snape would not spy him. 

Finally, we looked at different ways to maximise the time and have sent home the countdown to SATs. In that booklet, you will find activities for while you are on the move, suggestions for fitness and healthy eating, on the lead up to May and further details on what SATs week will be like. At the back, there is information on what the scaled score means and what to expect from the results. 

We really loved hosting you at school and hope you found it useful to take part in some of the preparation, alongside your hard-working and determined children. 

